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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 1591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PLO, KU, LE 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI POSITION ON TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS IN 
LEBANON 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 942 (NOTAL); (B) KUWAIT 910. 

1 . KUWAIT MINISTER FOR CABINET AFFAIRS, ABDUL-AZIZ HUSSEIN, 
REPORTEDLY INDICATED TO LOCAL NEWSMEN SOME UNHAPPINESS WITH 
THE CURRENT TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON. TALKING 
IN KUWAIT MARCH 25, HUSSEIN IS REPORTED (AL QABAS, MARCH 
26) TO HAVE SAID THAT THE GOK WILL VOTE TO EXTEND THE ARAB 
SECURITY FORCE MANDATE "DEPENDING UPON THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON," AND THAT KUWAIT, LIKE EGYPT, DOES NOT AGREE WITH 
"NEW INTERPRETATIONS" WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY SOME TO THE 
TEXT OF THE CAIRO AGREEMENT. THE NEXT DAY, THE LOCAL PLO 
REP., ALI YASSIN, REPORTEDLY TOLD NEWSMEN THAT HUSSEIN S 
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STATEMENT WAS ANOTHER INDICATION OF KUWAIT'S "SINCERE SUPP- 
PORT" OF THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE. OTHER PALESTINIAN SOURCES 
IN KUWAIT REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED THEIR "FULL SATISFACTION" 

THAT KUWAIT OPPOSES "NEW INTERPRETATIONS" OF THE CAIRO 
AGREEMENT ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHING PALESTINIAN STATUS IN 
LEBANON (AL QABAS, MARCH 27). 
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2. THE ISSUE OF NEW INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CAIRO 
AGREEMENT REPORTEDLY WAS DISCUSSED BY KUWAITI MINISTERIAL 
COMMITTEE FOR POLITICAL AND SECURITY AFFAIRS, WITH KUWAITI 
AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON BAYIAN (HOME ON CONSULTATION) MARCH 
21. PRESS INDICATES THAT THIS COMMITTEE HAS MADE A 
RECOMMENDATION ON THIS ISSUE TO THE KUWAITI CABINET, WHICH 
RECOMMENDATION WAS TO BE DISCUSSED IN ROUTINE MARCH 27 
CABINET MEETING. 

3. MARCH 27 PRESS ALSO INDICATES THAT TUNISIAN FONMIN 
SHATTI AND SYRIAN FONMIN/DEPPRIMIN KHADDAM ARE SCHEDULED 
TO ARRIVE (SEPARATELY) IN KUWAIT MARCH 27 AND THAT BOTH ARE 
EXPECTED TO DISCUSS THE STATUS OF PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON AND 
RELATED MATTERS. REPORTEDLY, SHATTI IS COMING FROM SAUDI 
ARABIA AND KHADDAM ARRIVES FROM QATAR. ALSO PLO CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE-MEMBER ABU MAZEN EXPECTED TO ARRIVE (ALSO FROM 
QATAR) ON MARCH 28 FOR A THREE-DAY "OFFICIAL VISIT." (ABU 
MAZEN MAY CONCEIVABLY ALSO BE INVOLVED IN PALESTINIAN FES- 
TIVITIES OF MARCH 30 (YOM AL-ARD) WHICH HAS BECOME 

AN ANNUAL CELEBRATION COMPLETE WITH MUCH SPEECH MAKING IN 
KUWAIT.) 

4. COMMENT: THE GOK APPEARS TO BE WORRIED THAT THE "NEW 
INTERPRETATIONS” ISSUE WILL DISTURB ITS TRADITIONALLY GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE PLO, ESPECIALLY SINCE ITS OWN 
AMBASSADOR IN LEBANON EARLIER APPARENTLY SHARED IN THE 
"INTERPRETING" AS A MEMBER OF THE GUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE 
IN BEIRUT. WE PRESUME THAT THE HIGH-LEVEL SYRIAN AND PALES- 
TINIAN VISITORS WILL TRY TO LOBBY THE KUWAITIS 
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ON THIS ISSUE AND WILL MAKE THEM EVEN MORE UNCOMFORTABLE 
IN THE PROCESS. 
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